THE HISTORIC BUDDHA.               IJ

spired to sully the reputation of S^kyamuni and ruin him in
the eyes of the people. They induced a heretical nun,
Chincha, to accuse the Master of adultery before the assem-
blage. Her calumny was exposed and she was made to
suffer terribly for her misdeed. Not baffled by this failure
the heresiarchs made a second attempt to slander the Master.
This time they induced one Sundari, a member of one of
the heretical sects, to spread a rumour that she passed one
night in the bed-chamber of the Teacher. After this
slander had been made sufficiently public, the heretic's
bribed a gang of drunkards to assassinate Sundari.
These scoundrels killed her, and threw her corpse in the
bushes close to th^ Jetavana Vihftra. The heresiarchs
then loudly clamoured for the institution of legal pro-
ceedings against the Lord. Luckily their plan failed owing
to the imprudence of the assassins, who, reuniting after the
murder in a tavern and excited by strong drink, quarrelled
among themselves and reproached one another of having
committed the crime. They were immediately arrested by
the police and brought before the royal tribunal. When
they were questioned as to the murder of SuiidarT, the scoun
drels openly confessed their guilt, and declared also the
names of those who had employed them to commit the
crime. The king ordered the assassins as well as the insti-
gators of the crime to be put to death.   On another
occasion the heretics instigated Srigupta to take the life of
the Master by poisoning his food and misleading him into a
pit of fire, but by pity and calm forgiveness the Holy One

u Saved Srig'upfca from spite and crime
And showed how mercy conquers e'en a foe,
And thus he taught Forgiveness* rule sublime,
To free his followers from the world and woe."

The manner in which the Enlightened One ordinarily
spent each day was very simple. He used to rise up early,
wash and dress himself without assistance. Fie would then
meditate in solitude till it was time to go on his round for a
meal. When the time arrived, he would, dressing himself
suitably, with his bowl in hand, alone or attended by some
disciples, visit the neighbouring town or village. After
finishing his meal in some house, he would discourse on the